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FORWARD

The 180th agsault Support Helicopter Company
(CH-47) with its base camp at Phu Miep Army air-
field continues, as it has since its arrival in
the flepublic of Vietnam, to render to Free World
Military fissistence Forces the kind of high
guality heavy 1ift support which enables them
to meet the aggressor and defeat him on his own
ground, The 180th prides itself on this
ability to furnish steady, dependable support
on acontinuous basis to units throughout the
IT Corps Tactical Zone and through the pro-
fessional "can do" attitude of all members past
and present, the name of "Big Windy" las come
to be known throughout the Republic of Vietnam,
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CHAPTER X

HERALIRY

DESCRIPTICN OF DISTINCTIVE UNIT INSIGNIA

The "Big Windy" insignia consists of a circular white cloth patch,
aporoximately 4% inches in diameter, embroidered in green and gold with
black trim. It features the silhouette of the CH-4A7A "Chinook"
helicopter in traditional Army Green. Gold lettering embroidered concen-
trically along the circumference announces the unit name: "180th Asli
Supt Hel Co" along the upper edge and the rame of its associated
maintenance unit: "403rd T.C. Det" appears along the lower edge. The
unit traditional call sign "BIG WINDY" and the unit motto "GOD IS OUR CO-
FILOT" are concentrically embroidered in gold along the immer circumference.
A black and white reproduction of the distinctive unit insignia appears
on the following page.

This insignia is worn on the inner button of the right breast pocket
by members of the 180th ASHC, Members of the 403rd T.C. Det wear this
insignia on the inner button of the left breast pocket,

A commemorative plastic replica mounted upon a wooden plague is
presented to unit aviators and pilots prior to their departure. This
replica is suitably inscribed with the name of the recipient and the
inclusive detes during which he served with either unit,
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CHAPTER 11

A, The 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-47A) was constituted
in the iftegular Army on 16 July 1965 unde: the name of 180th Aviation Company
(Medium Helicopter), It was activated at Fort Bemning, Georgia, on 17 March
1966 by General Order 99, Headquarters, Third U.S. Army, dated 16 March 1966,
This same order also activated the 4L03rd Transportation Detachment( Medium
Helicopter Field Meintenance). The authorized strength of these units was
as follows:

Officers Harrant Officers Rjlisted Men Aggregate
180th 13 25 148 186
403rd 1 1 80 : 82

LTC (then Major) Thomas F, Perkins, 02263420, Artillery, became_the first
commander of the 180th per Special Order 69, Headquarters 10th Aviation'
Group, dated 24 March 1966 and LTC (then Major) Wallace L Tate, 087635, TC,
became the first commander of the 403rdi

B. 1. The spring and summer of 1966 were devoted to organization and
training. Peisonnel and equipment "ear~marked" for the 180Cth and 403rd began
to arrive at Fort Bemning., Train:ng was conducted at an accelerated pace
culminating in Training Operation "PERKINSM", 1«5 August 1966, During this
Field Training Ixercise, both units demonstrated their readiness for deploy-
ment, While supporting the 2nd Battalion, 4Oth Artillery and D Troop, 17
Cavalry, the 180th flew 100 sorties, transporting 875 passengers and 44,000
pourds of cargo.

2., Following Training Oper:stion "PERKINSY, final preparations for
overseas movement began in earnest., From 24 August to 6 September, the CH-L7
helicopters were ferried from Fort Benning, Georgia to Sharpe Army Depct,
California, where they were readied for trans-shipment fran Alameca. TOE
equipment left Fort Benning by rail on 16 September for further surface
shipment. This equipment arrived at Charleston, South Carolina, was loaded
aboard the MSTS Gordon, and left for Southeast Asia on 19 September.: On 1
October, the advance party consisting of Majors Rupert F. Glover and Allen
M, Carlisle depurted the United States by commercisl aircraft. They were .
the first unit members to land in the Republic of Vietnam, arriving on A
October, On that same dagte, 3 officers, 3 warrant officers, and 25 enlisted
men depaited Alameda, Czlifornia, with their aircraft aboard the MSTS Briton,
From 14 thru 17 October, small groups of officers and men deported Warner—
Robbins 4FB, Macon, Geargia,aboard C-130aircraft. All told, seven C~130
airplanes, two Liberty ships and one aircraft carrier were required for the
move,

3. Initially the 180th and 4O3rd were assigned to the 10th Combat
Aviation Battalion and located with their parent unit at Dong Ba Thin, .
Pilots and crew members were sent to the 179th Assault Support Helicopter '
Company in Pleiku and to aviation units of the lst Cavalry Division(Airmobile)
in the An Khe area to receive their “in-country" orientztion, Meanwhile,
through self-help, construction of billets and the layout of work areas at
Dong Ba Thin progressed rapidly.
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L, Upen arrival of the MSTS Briton at Vung Tau on 17 November,
little time was wasted restoring the aircraft to flyable statue., Working
diligently and with forethought, the first mission-ready helicopters de-
parted Vung Tau & scant forty-elght following thelr arrival in-country.

By the time the sound of three twin-retored helicopters flying~by in review
over Flanders heliport was heard on 19 November, "Big Windy" flight crews

had already completed a part of thelr first combat re-supply mission, As
the helicopters departed Vung Tau, they were divertsd to Saigon to ease a
backlog of alrcraft parts destined for units of the 17th Combat Aviation
Group, Thus, prior to becoming operational, the 180th Assault Suppert Heli-
copter Campany (CH=-47) delivered 85,000 pounds of aircraft parts-to units
located at Ban Me Thuot, Pleilu, Qul Nhon, Mha Trang and Dong Ba Thin.

An intensive unit training cycle wes ourtailed as the unit was dgemed combat~
ready and declared operational on 1 December 1966,




9 : CHAPTIR III
COMMAND AND CONTROL

A. Commanders of the 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH=AT7):

1. LTIC Thomas F. Perkins, 02263420, Artillery, from 24.March 1965
to 1 April 1967,

2, LIC Wallace L, Tate, 087635, Transportation Corps, “from 1 April
1967 to 3 October 1967.

3. LTC Francis E. Woith, 022632h3, Artillery, from 3 October 1967
to the present time,

B, 1. During its activation and training period, the 180th Aviation
Company (Med Hel) and the 403rd Transportation Det achment, (lfed Hel F1d Maint )
were under the command and conbrol of the 37th Aviation Battalion, 10th
fiviation Group. '

2. Effective 21 October 1966, the 180th and 403rd were assigned to
the 17th Combat Aviation Group per General Order 770, Headquarters ist Aviation
Brigade, dated 1 November 1966, Both units were further assigned to the 10th
Combat Aviation Battalion until 14 November 1967.

3. From 15 November 1967 until now, the 180th and 403rd have been
under the command and conbtrol of the 268th Combat Aviation Battalion, 17th
Combab Aviation Group, 1st fviation Brigade.




CHAPTER IV
UNIT OPERATIONS

A. The 180th fissault Support Helicopter Company (CH~A7) was deemed ready
bo agmume 153 novhab elrport yoll and bapbpe opératicnsl i the, Republic of .
Vietaan o 1o dscowlier 1066, Fdia v nond base at Deng Ba Thin, Khe Unit
soon Lazwvl Lo ogerals in bhe marmer eslablwshed by its parent unit, the 10th
Combat Avrisztizn D:ibslion who wore alrvcady Xmown as the "Vagabonils of Vietnam,"
Four air:oafu weve di-pebobed to Tuy ioa 5o aipport units of the 101st Alr-
borne Divisisy =nra;cd in Operalion "GHudIM)," Two other "Chinook! helicopters

and crews led by NMajor Morgan L. Phillins were assigned to support the Capital
Infantry Divisi-n -f the LDopublic of Korda ab An Son,” Since this wos the first
exposure of the “Tiger Division" to the CH-47, much time was expended in
training and teaching proper cargo helicopter employment. Beginning on 7 Decem~
ber 1967, units of the 101st Airborne Division moved from Tuy Hoa to Konbum.
"Big Windy's" helicopters followed along to provide tactical ajvlift support
for Operation "PICKEIT." Obher unit aircraft operating out of Dong Ba Thin
were allocated on a daily bzsie to units ranging from Song Mao to Phan Thiet.
Thus the 130vh Aslt 20t Hel Ce fell in step with the 10th CAB's Vagabond march.
"Big Wiady" was selected to transport the Bob Hope Troupe from nearby Cam -Ranh
Alr Force Base to Cam Ranh 4wy fdrfield, CPT Fred Hope, unit idministrative
Officer, piloted the aircraft which transported his namesake., Christmas was
celebrated by many memters of the unit at the Christmas tree celebration of
the little town of Hoa Tar. /fbout 350 children and their parents attended

the festivities, The offizers and men of the 180th provided candy and presents
for the children who, in turm, presented native dances for the entertainment

of members of the 180th. In the words of Father Tran Thuc Dinh, Hoa Tan

parish priest, the 180th wes "Jaddy Noel.," Thus began the 180th's sommunity
relations program., During itc first operational ‘month, the 180th logged 805
flying hours, transporting 2,635 tons of cargo, and 10,935 passengers.

B. Beginning in January 1967, increased airlift support was provided for
the Capital Infantry Division of the Republic of Korea and support of the 101st
firborne Division continued, On Saturday, January 25th, the 180th held its
first company picnie~beach party., Ais expected, the enlisted men trounced the
officers at volley-ball. "The Nads," a musical group consisting of Captains
Kelly, Muller and Wilson provided entertainment with their inimitable renditions
of original songs. Each of their selections was rewsrded with applause and
shouted encouragement such as:"Go-lNads!" Their parodies panning everyone and
everything ranging from "Windy S5ix" to "The Song Contest" were instrumental
in developing the "playing" portion of "Big Windy's" hard-working and hard-
playing reputation.

C. In February, the 180th continued to extend its support activities from
Cu Chi to Tuy Hoa. Ten aircraft aided in the rapid movement of troops and
munitions during Operation WJUNCTION CITY" in the northern Mekong Nelta sactor.

) .
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Support of the 101st Alrborne.Divipion ranged from Bao Lac to Phan Thiet,

the month drew to. a gloee, the 1018t moved northward toward: Song Mag. Three
helicopters requiring extensive 3rd e¢helon- maintenance remained ah Phan .

Thiet where two aft swpph plates:and one: forward transmission wene’ changed
Members of the L03rd Transportation Detachment utilizing equipment no .more.
sephisticated than a dayit, performed these field maintenance tasks in an’
outstandlng manner, desplte the’ most adverse field condltione._ Speclalist Slx
Kivler distinguishéd himgelf by performing an. eéngine thangd in the field: aided
and abgtted. only. by the: Maintensanée Officer, Slmultaneously, 4he ynit was.'
ordered . to move north in order to:be in"a better location from whick: to-support
fortheoming: opérations; - On Febriary, 2ith, the land=t#il,’ inder the. tomnand

of Major Leonard L, McLaughlin, arrived at Tuy Hoa, The one-day trip from
Dong Ba Thin was outstandlngly Succeesful 4An that not: a single. vehicular:,-_:
breakdown ocgurred, The difflcultiee 1nherent int operatlng -and mamnta;nlng
aipcraft at’ four different locatiohs were compounded by the neeéds of building

. a_ ney cantonment,". With yindaurit ed 3p1r;t‘ all officers and men becane. cerpenters,
. plumbors, électriéians”and tinemiths.{,ﬁlthough many of out aircrafl were flowmn
by - blietbred hands; our Combat eupport m1831on never faltered._ Our construetlon
prbgect prOgresaed at a rapid pace, : S ‘ R

D. Through Merch ae the-301st‘probed deeper 1nte 1te area ef opapations
near Song Mao during Operatlon "FARRAGAUT ¥ the 180th contlnued £ refine and
improve its service. Working with' the full cooperat;on of the 2/230th
irtillery, a standardized-loadipg: plan to move an artillery battery was develop~
ed. By deleting all:mixed loadg apd transporting all equipmeént externally, the
time required: to velecate an artlllery batteny wag. reduced considerably.-.
Support of the. Capital and. 9th Infantry ROK Divieions engageﬁ 4n Operation. .

"OH JCGK Y0"- 5aw many troop moves of -mdre than’ 500 persons per day, "Op.two
occaS}ons, 1,175 and 1,246 troops were traneported.- The monthly total “6f. 17,833
passengers: tranSported established a new high for the unit, - Afbér having seen
action in the Song Mao, Phan Rang, * ‘and' Tuy Hga areas, a centingent moved to
Khahn DuOng on 38 March to klck~of£ Operat;on “SUMMERALL ST :ﬂ‘l‘ .
L E. Prem 28 March until 6 May, the 180th aesiéted the "Screamlng Eaglea”
as they meneuVered through Khanh Hoa' Pregince, leited Support ‘was extended
to the 9th ROK "JHITE HCRSEM: Infantry Divie;on as they ‘continued-their regi~
mental’ sige operations to clear, and. open Highwmy 1. near Ninh Hoa, A CH=47
-piloted by Captain Kelly received a Yew rounde of” rif’e fire while landing in
"sequre" landing zone southeasb of Nlnh Hoa, : e

F ﬁs the "Screaming Eagles“-m@ved td;Duc Pho on 6 May, the 180th was
given the ‘task of providlng general a2irlift suppert for'the 22nd, 23rd and
24th KRVN Divielcns in the 1T IRVN Corpa &area, ‘Bise camp tus eetabliehed at
Ban Me Thuok, " Inseption, and’ extraction 1adder training was, given to upits >
of ‘the "White Horsell Divmelon by the 180th!'s Chineok: Aviation’ Briefing téam -
assisted by membere 6f the 10tk Combat iviation Pathfindsers, The advancé party
of the 268th Combat Aviation Battalion arrived at Phu [iep. :The,180th acted
as host company-and provided billeting:and messing facilities as Well as
vehicular support for the new unit i The CH=A7 ramp revetment: progfam was,
initiated, /ccording to some party experts sthe “"Sogial Event .of the Year®
was held:on 24 May 1967, The "Hook Lounge," featuripg an originhal bamboo
bar, provided the aetting of the grand4£arEWell fo'”Cblonel Marr of the 17th
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Combat Aviation Group, The ladies of the 91st Evacuation Hospital (SMBL)
added the charm”of their voices and the glamour of their round eyes to the !
festivities, On May 29th, the generzl support mission at Ban Me Thuot was _ !
terminated and the base camp was closed, Four aircraft were allocated to '
provide direct support to the 179th issault Support Helicopter Company in
Pleiku. Led by Major "Pac" Baldwin, the flight of four Chinooks left a
misty Ban Me Thuot and proceeded Loward a very rainy Pleiku, Two of the
helicopters piloted by CW3's /nderson and Flohr sustained a few rounds of small
arms fire near the road junction north of Plel Do Lim, The other two heli- s
copters piloted by Mejor Baldwin and CW3 Murray were forced to fly at reduced A
speed by their heavy internal loads. Choosing to fly "nap-of-the—earth" at
reduced speeds dictated avoidance of main travel arteries, Although by deing

. 80 these two aircraft avoided enemy fire, they were forced to land at Hensel
«rry Airfield by an extremely low ceiling and visibility. ifter a one-hour
visit with the "Shamrocks" of the 4th U, S. Infantry Division, the weather
improved and the two helicopters were then able to proceed to Holloway /irmy

G. The first task assigned to the Pleiku group consisted of trans-—
porting 200 tons of rice from Kontum to Dak Pek, a distance of approximately
50 miles, Compounding the difficulties posed by adverse weather conditions .
was the problem of refueling since the only facility was located at Drk To, i
midway between Kontum and Dak Pek. Despite torrential rains, this task was
completed expeditiously without mishap. During the month of June, the four
helicopters at Pleiku logged 375 flying hours, transporting 4,762 troops
end delivering 1,357 tons of cargo. Meanwhile, in.the "White Horse" (9th ROK
Infantry) Division area, numerous combat assaults, were being made ranging
from Tuy Hoa to Phan Rang. While all of these tactical c¢ombat assault and combat
support missions were being flown, "in-country" indoctrination of seven ;
aviators and 20 enlisted crew members of the 205th ASHC was conducted. - i
Despite a 50% turnover of aviators, the 180th 4SHC achieved a new high ’
Ilying~hour tatal of 959 hours.

H, July saw previous high performance totals eclipsed. Statistics for
the month included 1,029 flying hours; 4,457 tons of cargo; and 14,674 passen-
gers. General support in the Central Highlands was terminated on 7 July.

The return of personnel and aircraft from Pleiku marked the first time this
unit had been together since May 6th, The stage was set to raise the curtain
on Operation "HONG KIL DCNG." Two Korean Divisions, the 9th and the Capital
Infantry Division, on 9 July, launched their most extensive combat airmobile
assault since their arrival in-country., The 180th's Chinooks played a key
role in providing the rapid mobility required for this fast~moving search

and destroy operation, Relocating units in the Tuy Hoa-Cung Song-Dong Tre |
area as dictated by thr fluild tactical situation, flying operations continued

at a record-setting pace throughout the month. CW3 Rex ¢, Flohr and CW2

Richard N, Woodward successfully executed a forced landing in the vicinity of .
Chap Chai mountain. During takeoff, a loud noise was heard followed by a

severe vibration throughout the airframe. The irmediate application of emer-

gency procedures resulted in a swift, safe landing without additional damage

to the aireraft, :
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- I, The 180th ASHC continued its direct eupport of the twe Kerean Infantry
Divisions in Operation "HONG KIL DONGY throughout the month of August. The
Korean 9th Infanbry Divislon completed their portion of the operation in
mid-fugust and returned to their defensive positions, The Capital Infantry
Divislon continued the operation into the mountains northwest of Dong Tre and
Van Canh. A total of twelve artillery battery moves were completed during the
month, On one occasion, six "Biyg ¥indy" helicopters teamed up with six aire
craft of the 196bh ASHC to move two artillery batteries a distance of 8 miles
in less than two hours. CW3 Charles H, Astrike Jr., and CW2 Jean C, Paquin
performed a successful hoist res:uc mission, extracting three Korean WIA's
from the densely wooded slopes southwest of Ninh Hoa. Captain Daniel S.
Gressang III and CW3 Charles H. .strike Jr,, were presented the Boeing~Vertol
Division Certificate of /chievement for having logged 1,000 hours in the CH-47
helicopter, CW3 Rex C. Flohr and CW3 Robert Graben (now of the 17th Combat
Aviation Group) distinguished themselves by successfully autorotating a
"Chinook into a dry rice paddy after experiencing a dual engine failure.

While the crew was performing the emergency procedures on number one sngine,
number two engine failed after a time-lapse of no more than fifteen seconds,
Although the autorotation resulted in damage to the airframe, no injuries
were sustained by any of the personnel aboard.

J. The 180th ASHC once again assumed the role of general support in the
Central Highlands during thce month of September., 4 total of 23 days were
spent in Pleiku Province with the "Big Windy! daily commitment varying from
three to five aireraft, Support to the ROK Sth Infantry Division continued
throughout the month. Various battalion size offensives were staged during
the month by all three regiments from the Phan Rang area to the Tuy Hoa
valley, The "Big Windy" participated in the initial insertion of two bab-
talions of the 173rd Airborne Brigade on Operation "BOILING" and in doing so,
sel a new record for the unit by flying 89,1 hours in one day., Three artil-
lery batteries and their basic load of ammunition were emplaced by nine heli-
copters assisting in the move. Also in the record department, the monthly
flying hour total hit a new high' of 1,107 hours with one flight engineer,
Specialist Six Donald M, Smith, boasting 111 hours on his aircraft for the
month, September 27th was a noteworthy day for “"Big Windy" maintenance,

The status board showed all sixteen CH-47's flyable on that day. This 100%
flyable aireraft status climaxed a month that aversged eleven mission-ready
aireraft per day.

K. The 180th ASHC devoted the majority of its assets to the support of
Operation "BOLLING" for the 173rd iirborne Brigade and to the ROK 9th Infantry
Division. Operation "BOLLING" was characterized by considerable tactical
movement within the area of operation. The "Big Windy" participated in the
deployment of the Brigade by moving their 105 mm howitzer batteries into new
firing positions 12 times during.:he month and by flying four combat assgults .
in conjunction with the 335th Asshult Helicopter Company. fn “irtillery Raid"
was conducted by the 173rd Airborne Brigade, assisted by the 180th Assault
Support Helicopter Compony. This was the first time the "Big Windy" were
involved in this sort of exercise and valuable experience was gained through
participation., The raid involved the combined fire~power of the irmy and
Air Force. It was initiated by a B~52 strike of sixk aircraft, followed
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by a 105 mm, 155 nm and 175 mm artillery barrage lasting eone hour; a tactical
air strike, and strikes by armed helicopters. The raid was an excellent
demonstration of inter-service coordination, and was accomplished successfully
including the role of the 180bh fssault Suprorht Helicopter Company, During
errly October, the 28th Regimurt of Lhe 9ir UK Infantry Division required

tlh= l:rgest share of support no woatbraet three company size sites in the

Tuy Feoa velley. During the la:t »olf of the uenth, increased enemy activity
in the Bivh Hoa area creabed o :uostratizl fiorecse in the heavy 1ift re-
quiremerte of the 29th Ragiment, Tle tocticsnl emergency was alleviated by
"Big Winay" helicopters Ilyirg ouverozs 16 hnurmdmys and many night sling-
load resvpply sorties, During b ARvEe through 12 October, a company

of 5th Special Forces Gieoup wag mcel j".UL.lclr location near Ban Me Thuot

to a site nearer the Cl““Oui“ RS Lie 180th hosted the advance party

of the 243rd ASHC which avewvad o ey i o 16 Oviober for their in-country
orientation, LTC (then major) pole B, Woikh assymed command of the 180th
Aeonult Support Helicophear uCMﬁﬁﬂy at a ceremony heid on the "Big Windy™

rzap.  An unusual thres halicopter fly-hy norked the occasion., Rather than
flying lengbthy orbiting soriies, the tlcoe Pelicopters were diverted from
their normal re~supply missions bty i";?oncxi weather, They "passed in

review" as precisely as if tas cparztlon Liad been given thorough prior planning.

L, In November, tis 1730th ﬁssvsib Suy lrft UrTicopter Company severed
its ties with the 10th Pome iex FattelZon,  The 180th replaced the
196bh in providing the 233:4 - fv‘ﬂhlo. Le *ﬂuuon with a heavy~-lift
cepabllity. Numerous sig»: o W, sivts bhe problems of commani-
cating with a headquur. & jyhud, 116G Harry'w.*ﬂownsénd{
thept. comanding’ tha 20%; - | 80th bo. the iBlack Liphtiingl |
fold saying he knew "Bii'. : : w¢rked by. the Battalion mottos
"Do It Now!" During this n“nun, many qf “the' officers and men renewed their

carpentry skills followihg the passage of Pyphoon ‘Freida,  Freida struck on
November 10th‘ blcwlng the roof off our' only new hangar and-demolishing’ a1l
company latrine buildings, The most costly damage was inflicted upon the
eight unit aircraft which rema;ned on the flight line., Rotary wing damage
was extensive, necessitabing the change of . ;eleht gets’of hlades and: various
associdted pa,rts including soms. transmasions. Fortunately, more thon one
half of the unit ajrcrafl, were away at Plelku and Phan Rang, Leading

flight of seven GH-h?ls, Major Leslle A Drake, finit’ Operatlons Officer,
coordinated the movemént of Lth Infantry: Division trOOps 'with the sbaff of
the 52nd Combat Aviation: Battalion, Despite heavy rains, ‘numerous troop
movement, .and’ resupply sorties were flown onwschedule fhom Hensal Arny Alrfield
to logations ranging from Kortum to Dak Tog Meanwhile, o trio of Chinooks’
led by CW3 Mike Rodriguez, unit Standardlzation Instructor Pilot, prov1ded
support to units of the 101st U. 8. AMrborne Infantry Dlvlslon during .
Operation "ROSE," .The insertion of the 3/50¢th partic1pating in their first
combat. assaylt in country, was marked by a high’ ‘deégree of prof3351ona1ism and .
eff1c1ency demonstrated by Jboth the 3/506th ‘and the 180th.‘n

CIn early December, thg 180th‘ﬂSHC struggledlthrough*its darkesﬁfﬁ
hours since its. arrival in-céuntry, “Personnel strength-dropped to 59% and
air¢craft avallabillty dropped ‘corréspondingly due to the alreraft parts
shortage 1nduced by Typhoon Frelda storm damage. In order to improve air-
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craft availability, a vigorously aggressive cannibalization program was pur—
sued. This wad done with the full realization that cannibalization tends

to compound maintenance problems through an added work load, However, it was
deemed necessary in ordcr: Lo combimme %o provids rewponsive combat support,
As the year came to a1 civl, Tois Wiulet aorldisoed dte support of the "White
Heoso! Tafanbry Division oot She D0l ko s Frigede. Numerous sorties
weraaino flown dn sy perd o w20 o Infoitey Livicion and the 5th Special
Foicuoo roup inthe Fleils ta. N 5he Sive ¥atlor Time drew the final
curcir down on 1967, fiw VO ioanlE Tagm b Heliccpter Company (CH-47)
had axsm:oed a total ot 11.959 v .-y howts, cavforme 41,69} sorties and had
transporied 161,527 poacscraens ! 4!r215 tors of cargo since its arrival in
the Remizlic of Vielram.




CHAPTIR V —.
PER"%ONNEL
The follewing Officers and l*?arrant Oi'f:;_cers have served in the llepublic

of Vletna.m with the 168Cth Awzsaylt .;upport Hellf m+ er Company (CH-—-h?A) or the
403rd Transporta,tlon Vet e nh _ -*,um Hell Fleld Ma.:i.ntenance)

g leer' G Anoerson
O3 Wa.lllam D Avstin
(W3 uharled H Astrike Jv..
uPT w:,;,__l,llavly G Racen
HAY oland ¥, Baiduie
' ‘JO‘]:; _ngilbi'ge‘.H.. ‘Ba:rr

CHT G. ‘Norman Batten
Mid I~'.ii1£9n Benz

Kol J;m__és. F, Bowdao dt.
WOl I«')’ichaélf}s. Cauger

’*‘2 Angelo S‘ Cet'ran..
CPT Jasper K Chnmp\on
ALT Wa.lllam J »Chaﬁman
CPT James K Ccok.saey
CIJ2 Larry W. Crai"p

MLd Leslie A D:pake
CWZ Chﬂrles E Dominy
MAJ Jack Ay Dunn ;

CW3 Charles J Dye

CW2 Cha.rles E. Fant
IuJ hlexander G Tewsnuth

3 Rex C F;Lohr
Cw2 Ronald Bg Frye

CPT James ﬁ, ,Fui!.'.!.gr

12

ot Wesley W Gallop
MAT Robert E: q;over
(.\J3 R‘obe.'{-'\' G{rahr1 -
Lw'ﬁ Ron;aqu E Gxaha.m
UP‘F Bﬂ 1'o|_ Gressang III
CkB Dane L. Hagen
W3 Vilantine Ha_trgppo:n
MAZ Thous O, H}:&dg,? |
CPT Wispd B, Ha.yea
w3 Bevi T. Hebert

MiLJ Robert D, H:Ltea
MAJ i-‘i~e=(1 ‘H Hope

WOJ. Gerald J Innella
MAJ Arlo D Janssen
Irlol R:Lchard B John,son
CPP harren B Jones |
CPT Pa.trick 6 Keily
c;ws Lloyd D Kel‘[‘.h
1:101 ?om R Kneiley
BWZ Cllnton M. Kounk
}\rotl. Lric C Kurth

wo:L Rober't '::. Leg

cw:e Dennié W. ,Leverett. .

wo:; C}.yde C. ‘:..Lo‘ve.
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CPT Vernon J. Mathern
WOl Thomas A, M“gBeath
CW3 Ted L, McDaniel
JLT William R, McKelvy Iv
Mid Lecrard L. McLaughlan
WOl Carl IV Noseley
Cry Anfhory N, Moller
Ci3 Joseph H, Murcay Je

(k2 Jean €, Paquin

. LTC Thomas F, Perlkin;

Mod Morgan L, FhiZiswe

Ck3 Bobby Raulsten

. CI'T George 4, Redd

?1401 Veryl L, Reedcr

CW3 Mike Rodriguesz

13

D
WOl John E, Rouse
M\J Gregory J. Schrand
Cv2 Raymond V. Semora
2LT Frank ¢, Thiooks Jr,
Mid lichard 7. Smith Jr
CPT Geprld B. Storer
UTC wall sce L. Tate
(W2 Robert J Thorps
mAT Floyd J, Tiemann
ot James V. Weatherill
MAT Marion . Mhoite
Wol Kenweth ii. 1illis
CPT Davad I, ¥ilson
MAT Brancig /. Woith

CW2 Ri.owr 7 ¥, Woodward
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" CHAPTER VI

REFLECTIONS

Fate as treated the 180th Assault Support Helicopter Company (CH-47)
kindly since its arrival within the ‘epublic of Vietnam. Injuries to
personnel have been few and thus far death has sought its victims else~
where, Through a strength tempered by the fires of necessity, "Big Windy's"
aircraft ¢nd crews have provided dependeble, reliable combat airlift support
to all units we have been privileged to serve. Our sincere thenks go to
our predecessors who gave so freely of their time and knowledge to qualify
us to carry on in the professional manner in which they performed so well,
Ovr sincere best wishes go to those who will follow on. We trust that the
"Big Windy" traditions born at Fort Benning, Georgia, weaned at Dong Ba Thin
and now maturing at Phu Hiep in the Republic of Vietnam will ever so continue
to grow,




